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 Omo—-4 journey into Ethiopia

text and photos by Christian Rommel

.+ To most people, Ethiopia conjures

images of hunger, civil wars and

~drought. But to those who are
passionate about unusual trekking tours
in remote parts of the world . . . are
fascinated by ethnic minorities . . . or
love the challenges posed by an
expedition, in the purist sense . . .
Ethiopia is Paradise.

[t was this magical attraction of
Ethiopia that lured me and three other
Germans fo head out to the southwest
areas of the African country. Right next

 to the border of Sudan, these places are
like a desert furnace with among the
poorest infrastructure in the world.
~ The lower reaches of the Omo
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Vegetatlon, magnificently ﬁ"esh and
cool air, and a fantastic view of the
endless coffee plantations. From time
to time, our tracks are lined with seas of
flowers and blosgo m. None of us ever




ould ask the v111age chiefs for
i} ssmn to stay, gave them our gifts '
uchas tobacce and razor blades, and
oﬁated fora collective fee in the
tlonal currency birr.

- After eight days of trekking, we
, reached the Omo River. A jeep awaited
~ for us as the rest of the journey can no

~ longer be explored on foot. On the
~ average, we passed by new ethnic
~ group settlements every 50 kilometers.
- Ethiopia's varied wildlife did not
~show its best to us. The herds of

ostriches sauntered leisurely across our
path, but we only heard lions roaring at
night. ’

In four weeks, we visited no fewer
than nine different ethnic groups - all
of which had distinct dialects, cultures,
life-styles, homes, clothing and body
decorations. We could even find
distinct differences in their anatomy
and hair color.

First, we visited the Dizzy — whose
Western clothing made them looked
civilized. They mainly live in the
highlands near Tum. The Bume

Q‘women on thefother :
~distinct by the huge number of

ntelopes, gracefu gaze les 1mpressrvef, ,,
elephants and water buffalos were very
-~ reserved and disappeared into the

- undergrowth after making brief eye :
 contacts. Once, a majestic pair of

necklaces they wear day and mght Th

colorful glass beads had probably been

brought to the region from Kenya.
The Geleb live on the edge of Lake

Turkaka, by the Kenyan border. They

are the only ones who still use animal

hides, not only to make clothes but also

to cover their round huts in the endless

expanses of the black savannah. The







Using thorns, nowadays, needles or
razor blades, the skin is pierced, slit or
cut open. Tree resin or plant sap is
introduced into the open wound for it to
become infected and inflamed. Only by
doing this can the large, beautiful,
permanent and visible scars be created.
At the dawn of the new millennium,
it is difficult to imagine that such an
untouched region still exists. And in the
‘heart of this inhospitable wilderness
a special group of people with
ng customs, rituals and practices
would always fascinate the




